CHAPTER   SIX

THE BIRTH OF MO DERM ENGLAND

ELIZABETH owed her peaceful succession to the throne to the
goodwill, dictated by policy, of Philip II of Spain. It is one of
history's ironies that this sombre fanatic of the Catholic cause,
as he appears to those of us who read our history backwards
and think only of the persecutions in the Netherlands, the plots
centred round Mary Queen of Scots, and the climax of the
attempted conquest of England, should have been the
conscious architect of Elizabeth's triumphant Protestant settle-
ment. That, however, is the way it was.

On the death of Mary the legitimate heir to the English
throne, alike by canon and statute law, was Mary Queen of
Scots, for Elizabeth was illegitimate not only by Catholic but
by English law. Mary of Scotland was, however, the daughter-
in-law of the king of France, and her accession would have
meant a French ascendancy over England, a great accession of
power to the French monarchy, and in all probability the end
of Spanish rule in the Netherlands. This situation lasted for
nine years until 1567, when the Scottish Protestants, not without
assistance from England, defeated Mary, who fled across the
border and became the prisoner of Elizabeth. From that hour
war between England and Spain became certain, not because
either party wanted it, but because it became necessary to
both of them. War no longer, for Philip, meant the risk that
the defeat of Elizabeth would place his enemy's ally on the
throne of England, while Elizabeth, so far from risking her
throne by breaking with Spain, could only in the long run
retain the goodwill of the Protestants in Scotland, on whose
ascendancy depended not only her own security but the Pro-
testant succession, by championing the cause of Protestantism
on the Continent, and notably in the Netherlands. Philip, for
his part, came to see that he could not subdue and retain the
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